
 
 
 
 

EMMAUS MINISTRIES 
  AUSTRALIAN NEWSLETTER 

JANUARY 2020 
 

From the National Lay Director 
 
Greetings in the Name of our Lord, 

 

A new year has arrived. I hope all had a blessed Christmas and are excited for life in the coming year. We can all 

make a difference, wherever we are. 

 

Our country has been through some terrible times over the last months. Since attending the event in Wyee in 

November, the fires that have raged have been fearsome. Even as I drove back home after the “Get Fired Up” 
conference on the following Monday morning, I travelled through desolated areas around Taree and beyond. Smoke 

was about right through New South Wales. Since then countless fires have started. 

The “Get Fired Conference” was a great way for people to meet and share their community highs and lows and to 

encourage each other in their fourth days. Thanks to all who prepared, especially Jenny and those who joyfully 

attended and eagerly participated. 

 

At this time, we pray for all those who are affected by the fires and prayerfully consider our responses to the anger 

that is around, particularly in the social media. The generosity of people has been amazing and will continue. 

However, I would urge us to choose responses that encapsulate His Grace. 

 

We also look forward to the opportunities that 2020 brings. God is working through his people and we have the 

countless opportunity to share this in our lives. We can also look forward to His great work through our many 

events, like gatherings, Emmaus Walks, Face to Face Encounters Chrysalis Flights.  

Our National Conference planning groups are well underway, and I look forward to seeing you all there.  

 

Our Darling Downs brothers and sisters have worked hard, and the program will be finalised soon. It is time to make 

your booking!  A registration form is attached to this newsletter.   

 

If you have not done so already, check out the new website – under construction and looking great. 

 

 

De Colores, 

David Nivala 

nld@emmaus.org.au 

 

 
 



From the National Spiritual Director   

Blessings for the New Year 

As I write this reflection, I firstly think back to the challenging floods that we experienced here in Townsville and 

North West Queensland at the beginning of 2019. For many people up here, 2020 could not come quickly enough; 

especially for homeowners in Townsville and pastoralists in North West Qld who lost over 500,000 cattle.  

However, my main thoughts and prayers turn to the devastation of the bushfires in all states but most particularly in 

NSW, Victoria and South Australia. The drought continues across much of Australia, and even in North Queensland 

where by now we should have had some widespread monsoonal rain but have only had patchy falls in some areas. 

As I write this, the tragedy of the loss of life and property in the bushfires continues to unfold, not to mention the 

loss of agricultural land, livestock and native animals and vegetation.  

The media have been covering it all very well, but as with most emergencies, almost too well. We, who may not be 

directly affected can be traumatized simply through the media (vicarious trauma). Of course, there may well be folk 

who have previously experienced fires who re-live their own tragedy. We need to be aware of all that in ourselves, 

our family and friends.   

Ad to this with the continuing drought over much of the country and we can well ask, ‘Where is God in all this?’ The 
reality is of course that God is there, in the middle of it all, standing with  the suffering, hurting people, beside the 

firefighters, in the words of comfort and support, with the police, army, local people as they travel this road 

together.   

There are many stories in the media of answered prayer during this period but none so dramatic as the story told by 

David Jeffery, the owner of Wave Oasis B&B at Mallacoota that found its way to international television. As his 

interview with Eternity magazine points out; 

‘Jeffery was – incorrectly – labelled by some media as the “atheist who turned to prayer” when he asked God to 
change the direction of the wind as the fire front approached, to push it back away from the wharf. This is precisely 

what happened, however Jeffery – who has been Christian for more than 25 years- only mentioned his former 

atheism to show he understands how ridiculous his story may sound to those who don’t believe in “the God of the 
Bible”. 

But Jeffery believes it’s hard to argue that the experience, witnessed by hundreds if not thousands sheltered at 
Mallacoota wharf, was anything less than a miraculous answer to prayer. “There is no way that it was all just luck,” 
he asserts.”  

You can read the full story on the Eternitynews.com.au website. It is an encouraging read. 

I am aware that many Emmaus community members who are reading this will be from communities that have been 

affected by drought, fire and indeed flood during the past year. It is my prayer that we never lose sight of the fact 

that our loving God is there “in the midst” with us.  

As I typed that last sentence, God placed in my mind the image of the 4th person walking in the flames in the furnace 

with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego as recorded in Daniel chapter 3.   God is certainly there ‘in the midst’ with 
us in 2020. 

I want to wish all of you a happy, encouraging and drought breaking New Year. 

Blessings and De Colores 

 

National Spiritual Director,  Emmaus Ministries  

nsd@emmaus.org.au  



From the National Secretary  
Greetings and best wishes to all our Emmaus Ministries Australia community members for 2020. We 

particularly think and pray for those affected in any way by the current bushfires, as well as the ongoing 

drought in many parts of Australia. 

National Conference invitations and registration forms were emailed to Community Lay and Spiritual 

Directors last October, however if anyone did not receive one and would like to attend as a community 

delegate or guest, please find the registration form  at the end of this newsletter.    Conference 

registrations close on 28th February and should be sent to the Darling Downs Community, as noted on the 

form. 

Naturally, my role largely revolves around Administration, which is not really a “fun” activity in Emmaus 
and can at times be rather tedious. However it is the glue that holds our boards and communities together, 

to enable us to be Christ’s hands and feet in service to His pilgrims and butterflies. My best wishes for 2020 
to all community board members, particularly our secretaries, whose hard work is sometimes un-noticed 

by many of our membership. 

At this time of the year, most communities would have had their board elections or are about to, and new 

boards will be up and running. I have sent each community a copy of their contacts details from 2019 for 

updating. If your community did not receive this email from me, please let me know and advise me of your 

correct email address. 

I will also send each community a 2020 covenant document soon with signing pages, which needs to be 

read, signed and returned to me at, or before the National Conference. 

De colores 

Phil Jennings 

National Secretary 

secretary@emmaus.org.au 

 

 

Chrysalis News  

Hi All,  
the only news I have at the moment is from South East Qld Chrysalis and that is to let you know 
that our next set of Flights begin on the 24th of July this year!  Teams are being selected and 
caterpillars are being prayed for.  Please pray about young people you know who might come and 
be blessed by our wonderful God in this way.  Please pray for our teams as well as they come 
together and train.  We are very keen to welcome young people from all over Brisbane and 
surrounds to spread the blessings!   
 

 Blessings and Fly with Christ 

Alison Holcroft 

 

 

 



Face to Face Update 
I pray you all have had a great time celebrating the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. I also wish you a blessed 2020. 

Some of us may have been badly affected by the bushfires in recent times and we pray for recovery and healing from 

this terrible experience. We would also like to remember those of us who have been affected by the drought in our 

country and pray that rain may fall soon in those regions. 

As we look back on 2019 Emmaus Ministries in Australia has been blessed with the growth of the Face to Face 

Ministry. 

In March Adelaide Emmaus community celebrated their first Face to Face encounter with 18 pilgrims. 

Brisbane North Coast Emmaus community has been blessed with two Face to Face Encounters.  

There are another four Emmaus Communities in Australia where their Boards have adopted Face to Face and are 

exploring the possibility of running a Face to Face Encounter soon. 

In November Newcastle Emmaus Community organized the first weekend NSW Emmaus State Conference. This was 

a great time for NSW Emmaus communities to come together and encourage each other, to worship and share 

together. We also had an opportunity to see all 4 DVD session which are shown during the Face to Face Encounter. 

This gave the delegates a better understanding and aim of a Face to Face Encounter. 

Planning for Face to Face Encounters for 2020 are well on the way.   

Melbourne Emmaus Community is in preparation for their first Face to Face Encounter. This Encounter will be held 

every Wednesday in March. Pray that this new ministry may encourage and strengthen this Community in order that 

it may bless the entire Emmaus Ministry in this region.    

 Adelaide is planning their second Face to Face Encounter in March. 

 Brisbane North Coast is planning Face to Face Encounter 4.  

Can I encourage you all to keep our Face to Face ministry in your prayer? Specially for the communities planning 

Face to Face Encounters this year or those who are exploring the Face to Face Ministry. 

If your Community would like to learn more and explore this wonderful ministry for our older members of our 

Christian communities, please let me know. The National Board may be able to organize someone who has 

experienced a Face to Face Encounter to come and share with your community about the blessing of a Face to Face 

Encounter and how this can be integrated into the Emmaus Ministry in your Community. 

The new website is available and contains a calendar which we will start using soon, showing all Face to Face 

activities in Australia. It will also contain a Prayer Vigil for Emmaus activities which will be adapted to be used for 

Face to Face Encounters. 

My prayer is for blessing for you all and that Emmaus Ministry may continue to grow in Australia. 

 

Vince van Sant  

National Face to Face Coordinator 

facetoface@emmaus.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 



From the National Treasurer 
 

First  I would like to thank the people from the Emmaus Ministries from all over Australia who sent their 

prayers, love & cards, to Brian & I & our family on the loss of our Grandson David aged 26 who took his life, 

some of you I know, but most  of you I know only by name, we were lovingly supported by our Darling Downs 

Community, you have been the hands & feet of Christ to us & our family thank you soooo much  

 

Thank you to all the communities who have paid for the following expenses. 

Could I please request that each Treasurer print a copy of the list below and have it available for the next 

incoming Treasurer thank you.  

 

 INVOICES SENT TO COMMUNIITES EACH YEAR FROM THE NATIONAL TREASURER. 

TRAVEL LEVY IS PAID EACH YEAR: $900.00 per Emmaus Community and $600.00 per Chrysalis Community. 

The reason for this payment is so delegates are able to claim travel expenses to the National Conference. {2 

Delegates per Community – one Lay, one Spiritual.} This year the levy will be $950.00 for Emmaus & 

$650.00 for Chrysalis. I will be sending out Invoices soon for 2020. 

 

PILGRIM OR CATERPILLAR & FACE TO FACE LEVY  : $7.00 per Pilgrim or Caterpillar paid after each Walk, 

Flight or Encounter {If you do not have a Walk or Flight please inform the Treasurer so you do not get a 

reminder you have not paid.} 

 

THE GIFT:  this is a gift to the Upper Room, no set amount as each Community pay what they are able. Each 

Community has signed the Covenant Agreement to pay “The Gift “each year it goes to building & helping 

Communities overseas as well here in Australia. 

 

INSURANCE LEVY.   Our Insurance expires at the end of March and when it is renewed the National 

Treasurer will send out to each Community the amount for each Community to pay. 

 

SUPPLIES INVOICES: If you have ordered supplies for your Community, and you have received an Invoice 

please give the Invoice to the Treasurer of your Community to pay. ( Just a note the National Emmaus 

Board has paid for some of these supplies already and others we pay for them when you order supplies so 

the short fall in payments each year is carried by the National Board.) 

 

** PLEASE NOTE:  WHEN YOU ARE PAYING ONLINE OR BY CHEQUE. NOTE WHAT IT IS FOR, eg: Travel, 

Pilgrim/Caterpillar Levy, supplies or  Insurance the  INVOICE NUMBER AND WHAT YEAR IT IS FOR. 

These invoices are separate to the Supplies Invoices you receive from the Supplies Person on the Board.  

I received an amount of  $70 on 26th August Ref: 111222 (a ref # we do not use.) & I have no idea who it 

was from & what  it is for if it is from your community please contact me .  

 

If you are not sure if you have any outstanding Invoices please do not hesitate to contact me at 

treasurer@emmaus.org.au   Thank you. xoxo 

 

 

Love, De Colores and Fly with Christ    

Mrs. Ruth Elizabeth Slater. 

National Treasurer   

Email:  treasurer @emmaus.org.au 

  



Australian Emmaus Ministries –  
Walk, Encounter and Flight dates 

 

The following communities have advised their Walk, Encounter and Flight Dates for 2020.  Communities 

wishing to send Wall Agape for these events, please send to the email address given.  Communities wishing 

to have their dates added for the next newsletter, please forward them to Newsletter editor, Maureen 

Jennings – email newsletter@emmaus.org.au  

 

Community Walk Dates Wall Agape Contact 

Adelaide Face to Face 

Encounter 2 

 

Men - Walk 89 

Women - Walk 90 

14, 15,21,28,29 

March 

 

 

13 – 16 August 

20 – 23 August 

 

 

ckroll55@gmail 

 

Darling Downs National Secretariat 

Men – Walk 93 

Women – Walk 94 

3-5 April  

20 – 23 August 

27 – 30 August 

 

bevhall55@bigpond.com 

Central Qld Men – Walk 63 

Women – Walk 64 

1 – 4 May 

7 – 10 May 

arnold26@bigpond.com 

Perth Men - Walk 67 

Women – Walk 68 

14-17 May 

29 May – 1 June 

stephen.p.charles@gmail.com 

Gold Coast Men – Walk 144 

Women – Walk 

145 

14-17 May 

21-24 May 

galjaardtheo@gmail.com 

Canberra Monaro Men – Walk 89 

Women – Walk 90 

28 – 31 May 

11 – 14 June 

edenbraesouthwall@gmail.com  

South Sydney 

Illawarra 

Men – Walk 71 

Women – Walk 72 

18 – 21 June 

2 – 5 July 

am_haigh@hotmail.com 

SE Qld Chrysalis Boys  Flight 69 and 

Girls Flight 70 (held 

concurrently) 

24 – 26 July jackyrichardson@icloud.com  

Great Southern Men – Walk 35 

Women – Walk 36 

13 -16 August 

20 – 23 August 

hillcrest2@westnet.com.au 

Central West Men – Walk 43 

Women – Walk 44 

27-30 August 

3-6 September 

jennyg4@bigpond.com  

 

 

 

Bushfires 

The recent bushfires across the country have led to the loss of life, destruction of communities and homes, and the loss 

of crops, stock and wildlife on an unprecedented scale. 

The National Board extends prayerful concern to Emmaus Ministries members and communities who may have 

suffered loss during this time.   

If there are communities who have lost equipment and resources in the fires, please contact the National Board and 

advise items you have lost – an appeal will be made to Australian communities to assist with their replacement.  Please 

contact National Lay Director, David Nivala (nld@emmaus.org.au) or National Secretary, Phil Jennings 

(secretary@emmaus.org.au) with details of what is needed.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information, Communication & Technology News 

Information, Communication & Technology News   Issue 03   November 2019 

How do I login to the website to access the Resources page? 

To login to the website please select any of the login icons/links provided and simply enter 

your login details. 

Once logged in you will now see the Resources on menu at the top or on the Useful Links 

menu at the bottom of all pages. 

To Logout, select the login again and it will then show a logout button. 

February  2020  

Community Events Online 

Until community sites are online, we are going to directly add community events to the National website. If you 

would like your events on the National Calendar, please provide the following information to 

webmaster@emmaus.org.au: 

Event Type: (Walk, Flight, Encounter, gathering etc)  Event Title: 

Event Description:      Location: (Full Address) 

Contact Person details: (Name, phone, email etc)  Photo of the Venue: (If available) 

Event Start Date & Time:     Event End Date & Time: 
 

Website - 2020 

It has been a challenging time over the last several months with many 

unforeseen events limiting my availability to work on the website. 

Many people around Australia have been affected by bushfires, 

including my own family. Such events change our priorities as we focus 

on protection and care of others around us. 

As we progress into 2020 there is still much to do with community 

websites and other Emmaus Ministry activities. The community sites 

will be completed as soon as possible, but I am not able to give you a 

timeline as yet. 

I apologise that I have not able to get things done faster, but rest 

assured every effort is being made to develop a robust, modern and 

effective website for all to use. 

Take Care 

Alan Carlyle 

ICT Updates 

As the new national website is online, 

future updates will be provided via the 

National Newsletter. From time to time 

additional articles will be placed on the 

resource pages of the National website, 

which is available to all community 

boards via your community login. (Details 

below if you have not already got you 

community login details). 

 



National Conference News 

 

The next National Conference will be held from 3 – 5 April 2020 at the Glennie School in Toowoomba, Qld.   

The Darling Downs Emmaus Community on behalf of the National Emmaus Secretariat, invite you to 

experience our clean mountain refreshing air for a weekend of warm fellowship, in spite of the 691metres 

elevation above sea level. 

A mainly moderate climate with warm to hot summers and cooler winters.  The weather in April should be 

just brilliant, but bring a cardigan, just in case.  The city is well known across Australia as the Garden City, 

with a Carnival of Flowers annual program in the third week of September. 

 

 

                               

 

 

 

 

The venue is the Glennie School, a historical Anglican Girls College at 246A Herries Street in the heart of 

the city.  Founded in 1908, the school has operated on its present site since 1910. It is named after 

Archdeacon Benjamin Glennie, who first came to the Darling Downs in 1848 before the establishment of 

the State of Queensland in 1859. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and enjoy Toowoomba’s parks, gardens and historical past. 

Registration forms are now available – attached to this newsletter or contact 

National Secretary, 

Phil Jennings (secretary@emmaus.org.au)  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Details (Please print clearly) 

Family Name:    Given Name:     

Community:  Board Position: 

Mailing Address: If not CSD or CLD are you their designated proxy? _____(Write Yes or No) 

(If Yes, a proxy form will be sent with confirmation of registration)  

Town/Suburb:  Telephone:  

State:  Postcode:  Mobile:  

Gender              Email:  

In case of emergency please contact:    Name:                                                         Phone No.  

Travel Arrangements:   Toowoomba is on the Great Dividing Range, 130 klms West of the Brisbane Airport.  

If travelling to Queensland by air via Brisbane, Murrays or Greyhound Coaches have regular services to 

Toowoomba. When you advise us of your times into Toowoomba, transport to The Glennie School will be 

provided. If flying into Toowoomba to Wellcamp Airport, transport will be arranged on advice of your arrival 

times.                                                                    (Please tick appropriate box↓) 

If there are a number of people arriving in Brisbane within a two hour block of time, we have made 

arrangements for a 24 seater bus to transfer to Toowoomba on the Friday afternoon, leaving 2.30pm. 

Accommodation, if staying for the Conference                                      

(Please circle Yes or No) 

Accommodation is in a girls’ boarding accommodation of single cubicles with doors. There will be two 

accommodation houses available, one male and one female. 

Cost per person for the conference is $270 and includes pillow, blankets and linen (please bring your own towel).  

Catering, if staying for the Conference                                           (Please circle Yes or No) 

I request dinner on Friday night at 6.00pm Yes   /   No      

If you have a Medical Condition and/or Dietary 

Restrictions, make sure you fill in and submit the 

additional form for these. 

 

I request all meals on Saturday Yes   /   No 

I request breakfast on Sunday Yes   /   No 

I request lunch on Sunday Yes   /   No 

 

I am flying into Brisbane Airport yes  I am driving to Toowoomba  

I wish to be met at Wellcamp/Toowoomba Airport yes I will arrange my own transport from the 

Airport 
 

Emmaus Ministries Australia 

National Secretariat Conference 

3rd – 5th April 2020  

REGISTRATION FORM 

Venue: The Glennie School 246A Herries Street, Toowoomba, Queensland.  

 



Day Visitors                                            

I will be at the conference on Friday (Dinner) Yes   /   No $30 

I will at the conference on Saturday (Lunch and Dinner) Yes   /   No $50 

I will be at the conference on Sunday (Breakfast and Lunch) Yes   /   No $50 

 

Conference Delegate and Day Visitor Payment      

(Please indicate by checking the appropriate box which form of payment you are using) 

□ I am making an EFT payment for $270 or ($        ) into Commonwealth Bank BSB 064- 433 A/c No 10176995 

Acc Name: Darling Downs Emmaus Community (reference: Nat2020, Your Initials, Your Surname to identify who 

made the payment) 

□ I include a cheque (payable to Darling Downs Emmaus Community) for $270 or ($      ) to Ruth Slater 23 Morley’s                   
Rd. Ballard Q 4352 with the above referencing. 

Please send your completed Registration Form to: The Registrar Nigel Winkler,10 Norris St Toowoomba 4350. 

Email:  Nigel Winkler at daddikus@gmail.com 

OR mail it to: Darling Downs Emmaus PO Box 2049 Toowoomba Q 4350  

It would be appreciated if you could return this form and make your airline bookings ASAP; but NO LATER THAN 

Friday 28th February 2020. 

Email is the preferred way of registering and EFT is the preferred way of paying. Any enquiries about venue or 

conference arrangements should be directed to Ian & Hennie Lowe [Ian] 0417 710 353 or Hennie 0419 194 753. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

If you have no medical conditions, dietary restrictions or allergies, there is no need to submit this form. If you meet one 

of these conditions, this form is to be submitted with your registration form.  The Glennie School caters only for diets 

that are related to a medical condition. Beware that while diets and allergies are catered for, the onus is always on the 

individual to question any food served to them that could be an issue.  

 

Applicant Details 

Title:  First Name:  Family Name:  

Your other details will be taken from your registration form 

Do you suffer from any of the following (tick as many boxes as appropriate. 

Medical Conditions                                                           Dietary Requirements 

Allergies   Coeliac  

Arthritis   Diabetes  

Asthma   Food Allergies e.g. peanuts  

Disability/Chronic Illness   Gluten intolerant, not coeliac  

Diabetes   Lactose intolerant  

Epilepsy, fits or blackouts   Life style diet  

Hearing Impairment/deafness   Sugar intolerant  

Sight impairment/blindness   Vegan  

Use an Epi Pen   Vegetarian  

Other     

     

     

Is any condition life threating?     

     

 

If you checked any of the above, 

please give details to enable 

staff to cater for your needs or 

emergencies 

 

 

Any other information? 

 

 

 

 Darling Downs Emmaus Community 

Medical & Dietary Requirements  

National Secretariat 2020 

 



 

Things to be aware of: 

1) If we have not been informed of any dietary needs within a week of the conference starting, your needs may not 

be catered for at the last minute. 

2) The Glennie School does not cater for other preferences such as low carbs, high protein, no saturated fats, other 

life-style choices, etc. 

3) If you need to eat more frequently than at meals or morning and afternoon teas, please collect some fruit at the 

meal breaks or bring some of your own food. The Glennie School is unable provide food outside scheduled 

breaks. 

 

Please send this completed form with your registration form to:    

     Dietary Requirements cannot be catered for after Friday 28th February 2020. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

 

 


